Sunday Readings Reflections
of 12/6/2015
Reading 1 Baruch 5:1-9
Perhaps you noticed right away that the author of this reading is a poet. He is filled with hope
and joy as he assures the Israelites in exile that God will bring them back to the holy city of
Jerusalem. They are suffering very much because they are far from their homeland. But their
return will be such a joyful event that even the mountains, the valleys, and the forests will do
what they can to make the journey easier! In this beautiful vision of the future, the people have
God¹s "mercy and justice for company."
Advent is a time for making progress on our faith journey. Take time to give thanks for God's
mercy and justice in your life.
Reading 2 Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11
In his letter to the Christians at Philippi, a city in Macedonia, Paul makes two things clear. The
first is his great love and affection for the Philippians, who have helped him in his ministry. The
second is his hope that they will continue to become more and more like Christ. Paul is looking
forward to the second coming of Christ. And he wants to make sure that all Christ's followers
will be ready to receive him when he comes. What will you do during this second week of
Advent to show that you, too, are becoming more like Christ?
Gospel Luke 3:1-6
Why do you suppose Luke makes such an effort to pin down the historical timing of the
preaching of John the Baptist? He gives us a complete rundown of Roman and Jewish leaders
who were in power. Luke wants us to realize that John, a "common man" chosen by God, is
much more important than any worldly ruler, because he is the herald who announces the Lord's
coming. John urges the people to be baptized as a sign of their repentance for their sins. When
they do this, they will make the path clear for Christ to come into their lives. Then all people
"shall see the salvation of God."
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