Sunday Readings Reflections
of 10/18/15
Reading 1 Isaiah 53:10-11
One of the worst things a person can experience is to feel that they have suffered for nothing.
When a soldier dies in battle for a good cause, others say that he or she did not die in vain. In
today's first reading, Isaiah describes the Suffering Servant of God. This servant gives up his life
"as an offering for sin." By doing so, he bears the guilt of others. God says of him, "My servant
shall justify many." To justify others is to free them from blame or take away their guilt.
We can easily understand why Christians see a portrait of Jesus Christ in this reading. He is the
obedient servant who gave his life for our salvation. By his suffering, death, and rising, he leads
us into fullness of days.
Reading 2 Hebrews 4:14-16
Temptation is a familiar visitor for most of us. Sometimes we lock our doors and say "Keep out!"
Other times we let temptation in and wind up acting against God's will. Jesus never said yes to
temptation. He knows what it is like to be tempted. Therefore, he understands how hard it is for
us to resist temptations to sins like dishonesty, greed, and violence.
Jesus is a priest who intercedes for us always. Whenever temptation knocks on our doors, we
have only to turn to Jesus. He will strengthen us to do what is right.
Gospel Mark 10:42-45
We can often recognize those who are considered great in the world by the number of people
they have serving and protecting them. Jesus teaches his disciples that it cannot be like that with
them. He has come not to be served but to serve others, especially the poor and those who need
healing. His greatness is seen most clearly in his laying down his life for others.
Through Baptism we share in the Church's ministry to serve all who are in need. We share
Christ's mission of working for peace and justice in our homes, our parish, and our world.
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