Sunday Readings Reflections
of 10/4/15
Reading 1 Genesis 2:18-24
Here is the second poetic story of creation from the Book of Genesis. In earlier verses which are
not part of today's reading, the story describes how God made the first man from clay. God then
fashioned all kinds of birds and animals. But none of them were suitable partners for the man. So
God made the first woman from the man's own body.
Together the man and the woman became one body. They were equal and suitable partners for
one another. In marriage, husband and wife enter a union blessed by God.
The primary message of the story is that man and woman both come from God. We are God's
unique creation in a world of wonderful creatures he has entrusted to our care.
Reading 2 Hebrews 2:9-11
The humble person does not look down on others or try to raise himself to a prominent position.
Jesus, the Son of God, is a perfect example of humility. He made himself lower than the angels
by taking on our human nature. He then made himself subject to suffering and death in order to
gain our salvation.
Jesus tasted death for all of us so that we can share in his glory with God the Father. He is
pleased to call us his brothers and sisters. In return, at every Eucharist, we thank him for lifting
us up with him.
Gospel Mark 10:2-16
Some people are more interested in the letter of the law than the spirit of the law. The Pharisees
tried to test Jesus by asking him if he agreed with the law of Moses regarding divorce. Jesus
draws their attention to the true meaning of marriage. He reminds the Pharisees of the teaching
from Genesis about the man and the woman becoming one flesh. Jesus is focusing on God's
loving plan for marriage partners.
In the second story, Jesus scolds his disciples for trying to keep the little children away from
him. He hugs, holds, and blesses the children. Once again he teaches that all who follow him
must trust in God and openly accept the Good News.
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