Sunday Readings Reflections
7/17/2016

Reading 1 Genesis 18:1-10a

Our reading from Genesis tells an appealing story about Abraham and Sarah. Three visitors
appear unexpectedly before their tent. Abraham identifies them with the Lord. He and his wife,
Sarah, rush around making preparations for a lavish meal to refresh their guests. Then their
generous hospitality is even more generously rewarded. God, speaking through the guests,
promises that the aged couple will have a son! For the Israelites, this story is a sign of how God's
plan of salvation will be carried out through them. From the offspring of Abraham and Sarah, the
Messiah will come.

Reading 2 Colossians 1:24-28

Saint Paul suffered many hardships in preaching the Good News. In today's reading we learn that
the suffering of all Christians, like the suffering of Christ, helps the Church to grow. As
Christians grow in their understanding of "the mystery of Christ," they will become "complete.”

Gospel Luke 10:38-42

A guest shows up, probably unexpectedly, and the hostess, Martha, knocks herself out trying to
do everything at once. The guest, Jesus, sits down and makes himself at home. The sister of the
hostess, Mary, sits with Jesus, and listens thoughtfully. When Martha complains that she is doing
all the work, Jesus tells her that she has forgotten the most important thing. She has neglected to
listen to Jesus, whose words are more nourishing than any meal.
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