Sunday Readings Reflections
of 6/12/2016
Reading 1 2 Samuel 12:7-10, 13
In the first reading, Nathan tells King David a story that helps David to see the terrible sin he has
committed. Because he wanted another man's wife for himself, David deliberately placed the
soldier in the front line of battle where he would be killed. God had given David so many
blessings and David now realizes he has sinned against God. David is filled with sorrow but
Nathan assures him of God's forgiveness. Like David, any one of us can lose our perspective and
let our desires rule us. We are not entitled to take what belongs to somebody else. Pray for God's
help against this temptation.
Reading 2 Galatians 2:16, 19-21
Today's reading helps us to see the importance of faith. St. Paul says that having faith in Jesus is
what makes us favorable in God's eyes. Paul tells us that his faith is so strong that it's as if he no
longer lives, but Christ lives in him. People should be able to see God's love radiating in us.
Those who are so intent on keeping the law that they don't reflect God's love are missing the
point. Keeping the law is important, but the law alone will not help us to be saved.
Gospel Luke 7:36--8:3 or 7:36-50
The gospel reading tells the beautiful story of Jesus' response to the sinful woman. In her love for
Jesus, she disregards the usual way guests are treated at a banquet. She bathes Jesus' feet first
with her tears, then with precious ointment, and wipes them with her hair. Simon, the host of the
banquet, shows Jesus none of the usual courtesies when he arrives. Moreover he condemns Jesus
for associating with the woman who was a known sinner. In telling Simon a story about
forgiving debts, Jesus praises the woman. She is forgiven much because of her great love. Jesus
points out Simon's need for forgiveness—because of his lack of hospitality, his lack of respect
for each of them, and his self-righteousness. The story is a powerful example of the relationship
between forgiveness and love.
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